
READING LIST 
Helpful Missions Resources (then and now) 

 

 

 

 
Then… 

1) An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens — Carey 
 

2) Christian Mission in the Modern World: What the Church Should Be Doing Now — Stott 
 

3) The Great Omission — Saint 
 

4) The Indigenous Church and the Missionary — Hodges  
5) The Key to the Missionary Problem — Murray 

 
6) Missionary Methods: God’s Plan for Missions According to Paul — Allen 

 
7) My Utmost for His Highest – Chambers 

 
8) The Planting and Development of Missionary Churches — Nevius 

 
Now… 

1) 40 Questions about the Great Commission — Akin, Merkle, & Robinson  
2) A Biblical Theology of Missions — Peters 

 
3) Anthropological Insights for Missionaries — Hiebert 

 
4) Center Church: Doing Balanced, Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City — Keller 

 
5) Church-Planting Movements: How God Is Redeeming a Lost World — Garrison  
6) Cross-Cultural Servanthood: Serving the World in Christlike Humility — Elmer 

 
7) Developing a Strategy for Missions: A Biblical, Historical, and Cultural Introduction — Terry & Payne 

 
8) Discovering Church Planting: An Introduction to the Whats, Whys, and Hows of Global Church Planting — 

Payne & Hesselgrave  
 

9) Discovering the Mission of God: Best Missional Practices for the 21st Century — Barnett & Martin 
 

10) Early Christian Mission — Schnabel  
11) Firm Foundations: Creation to Christ — McIlwain 

 
12) From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya: A Biographical History of Christian Mission — Tucker 

 
13) Gaining by Losing: Why the Future Belongs to Churches that Send — Greear 

 
14) Global Church Planting: Biblical Principles and Best Practices for Multiplication — Ott 

 
15) God’s Passion for His Glory: Living the Vision of Jonathan Edwards — Piper  
16) Gospel and Mission in the Writings of Pal: An Exegetical and Theological Analysis — O’Brien 

 
17) Gospel Meditations for Missions — Anderson, Crowley, Hosaflook, Keesee, & Tyrpak 

 
18) The Great Omission: A Biblical Basis for World Evangelism — McQuilkin 

 
19) The Insanity of God: A True Story of Faith Resurrected — Ripken 

 
20) Let the Nations Be Glad!: The Supremacy of God in Missions — Piper  
21) The Mind of a Missionary: What Global Kingdom Workers Tell Us about Thriving on Mission Today — 

Joannes 
 

22) Ministering Cross-Culturally: A Model for Effective Personal Relationships — Lingenfelter & Mayers 
 

23) The Mission of God — Wright 
 

24) Missions: Biblical Foundations and Contemporary Strategies — Van Rheenen 
 

25) Missions: How the Local Church Goes Global — Johnson  
26) Missions in a New Millennium: Change and Challenges in World Missions — Glenny & Smallman 

 
27) The Next Christendom — Jenkins  

 
28) The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of Mission — Newbigin 

 
29) Operation World: The Definitive Prayer Guide to Every Nation — Mandryk 

Disclaimer: The inclusion of a book in this list does not constitute a full or unqualified endorsement of an author or title. This is merely a 

compilation of titles recommended by a good number of men in missions who shared some of their favorite, most influential, most helpful, 

or most motivational reads on the subject. I pray you will find this list helpful in your own pursuit of the glory of God as you participate and 

further the cause of Christ through missions! 

https://www.amazon.com/Enquiry-Obligations-Christians-Conversion-Heathens/dp/153743196X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=enquiry+heathens&qid=1592341645&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Mission-Modern-World-Stott/dp/0877844852/ref=sr_1_2?crid=19Y2MIK0KLNRF&dchild=1&keywords=christian+mission+in+the+modern+world+john+stott&qid=1592341494&s=books&sprefix=christian+mission+in+the+m%2Cstripbooks%2C152&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Omission-Fulfilling-Commission-Completely/dp/1576582167/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=the+great+omission&qid=1592338702&s=books&sr=1-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Planting-Development-Missionary-Churches/dp/0342858378/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1592336425&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Andrew-Murray/dp/0342669834/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1592340142&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/Missionary-Methods-Gods-Missions-According/dp/1622454022/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1592339167&sr=1-6
https://www.amazon.com/My-Utmost-His-Highest-Updated-ebook/dp/B0049U4WA6/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2YSVCSXHHPLN3&dchild=1&keywords=my+utmost+for+his+highest&qid=1595367673&s=digital-text&sprefix=my+utmo%2Cdigital-text%2C163&sr=1-3
https://smile.amazon.com/Planting-Development-Missionary-Churches/dp/0342858378/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1592336425&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/40-Questions-About-Great-Commission/dp/0825444489/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1V7ENJ0HBFCBY&dchild=1&keywords=40+questions+about+the+great+commission&qid=1592396490&sprefix=40+questions+about+the+great+com%2Caps%2C146&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/George-W-Peters/dp/0802407064/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=biblical+theology+of+missions%2C+peters&qid=1592398657&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Anthropological-Insights-Missionaries-Paul-Hiebert/dp/0801042917/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=anthropological+insights+for+missionaries&qid=1592404523&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/City-Vision-Center-Church-Part-ebook/dp/B00EH3QV0E/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=center+church&qid=1595366093&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Church-Planting-Movements-Redeeming-World-ebook/dp/B007Q4TFSQ/ref=sr_1_2?crid=374TM9QN47UDK&dchild=1&keywords=church+planting+movements&qid=1595366218&s=digital-text&sprefix=church+planting+mo%2Cdigital-text%2C143&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Cross-Cultural-Servanthood-Serving-Christlike-Humility/dp/0830833781/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1JBHOPGPQTSUV&dchild=1&keywords=cross-cultural+servanthood+serving+the+world+in+christlike+humility&qid=1592398716&sprefix=cross-cultural+se%2Caps%2C150&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Developing-Strategy-Missions-Introduction-Encountering/dp/0801039533/ref=sr_1_2?crid=34Y3F2FOOPSWG&dchild=1&keywords=developing+a+strategy+for+missions&qid=1592398561&sprefix=developing+a+strate%2Caps%2C143&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Discovering-Church-Planting-Introduction-Global-ebook/dp/B0089AFYUE/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1J7088BWFTZ72&dchild=1&keywords=jd%20payne&qid=1592336832&sprefix=jd%20payne%2Caps%2C279&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwAR1s3tDvLEekz5JVBgIsGJjypt3WRValUqZL_XcLTN-yXLldodI_-C77KNk
https://www.amazon.com/Discovering-Mission-God-Missional-Practices/dp/0830856358/ref=sr_1_1?crid=26LXX5NHVG1MB&dchild=1&keywords=discovering+the+mission+of+god+best+missional+practices&qid=1592396395&sprefix=discovering+the+mission+of+god%3A+best+miss%2Caps%2C159&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0830827900/deyorestandre-20
https://www.amazon.com/Firm-Foundations-Creation-T-McLlwain/dp/1890040002/ref=pd_sbs_14_1/138-4996944-3718818?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1890040002&pd_rd_r=21529d6d-8849-4630-84df-f4d28d899ba5&pd_rd_w=jn7bI&pd_rd_wg=ZxU7M&pf_rd_p=bdc67ba8-ab69-42ee-b8d8-8f5336b36a83&pf_rd_r=1ZB0XWVPPM5ABNXTDN89&psc=1&refRID=1ZB0XWVPPM5ABNXTDN89
https://www.amazon.com/Jerusalem-Irian-Jaya-Biographical-Christian/dp/0310239370/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8CTHGY2DJOX5&dchild=1&keywords=from+jerusalem+to+irian+jaya&qid=1592398342&sprefix=from+jerus%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Gaining-Losing-Belongs-Churches-Exponential-ebook/dp/B00PFCPQ3O/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1595366464&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Global-Church-Planting-Principles-Multiplication-ebook/dp/B00BQYK1A8/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Passion-His-Glory-Jonathan-ebook/dp/B0017JWL82/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8GWHNIYBPOLR&dchild=1&keywords=god%27s+passion+for+his+glory+living+the+vision+of+jonathan+edwards&qid=1595367545&s=digital-text&sprefix=god%27s+passion+for+H%2Cdigital-text%2C149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0801020522/deyorestandre-20
https://www.amazon.com/Gospel-Meditations-Missions-Chris-Anderson/dp/098508720X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Omission-Biblical-Basis-Evangelism/dp/0830856757/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://smile.amazon.com/Insanity-God-Story-Faith-Resurrected/dp/1433673088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2A7WY1OW4S4CQ&dchild=1&keywords=the%20insanity%20of%20god%20by%20nik%20ripken&qid=1592336807&sprefix=the%20insanity%20%2Caps%2C247&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwAR2MAm2setFipCjk2MDb2UvhTYdZqq9YZBtp27pu1F8Z1x4tC9utzm0hxy8
https://www.amazon.com/Let-Nations-Be-Glad-Supremacy-dp-0801036410/dp/0801036410/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1592338589
https://www.amazon.com/Mind-Missionary-Kingdom-Workers-Thriving-ebook/dp/B07F15XWY8/ref=sr_1_2?crid=E5HM7KM7HC5O&dchild=1&keywords=the%20mind%20of%20a%20missionary&qid=1592338040&s=digital-text&sprefix=th%20emind%20of%20a%20miss%2Cdigital-text%2C233&sr=1-2&fbclid=IwAR0eWPH6mtJycoLc4ebiI09FTXTrb49FLYJMIE0k-Se1OJmLF9DfeQkpsWU
https://www.amazon.com/Ministering-Cross-Culturally-Effective-Personal-Relationships-ebook-dp-B012H10DCY/dp/B012H10DCY/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1595367938
https://www.amazon.com/Mission-God-Unlocking-Bibles-Narrative/dp/0830852131/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+mission+of+god&qid=1592396631&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Missions-Biblical-Foundations-Contemporary-Strategies/dp/0310252377/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=missions+van+rheenen&qid=1592398472&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Missions-Church-Building-Healthy-Churches/dp/1433555700/ref=sr_1_1?crid=27KTAWY1WIZE3&dchild=1&keywords=missions+how+the+local+church+goes+global&qid=1592338621&s=books&sprefix=missions%3A+how%2Cstripbooks%2C219&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Missions-New-Millennium-Change-Challenges/dp/0825426987/ref=sr_1_7?crid=CVQJ1CQSM5OO&dchild=1&keywords=missions+in+a+new+millennium&qid=1592339447&s=books&sprefix=missions+in+a+new+mi%2Cstripbooks%2C156&sr=1-7
https://www.amazon.com/Next-Christendom-Coming-Global-Christianity/dp/0199767467/ref=sr_1_1?crid=HZQC3N8ME1KT&dchild=1&keywords=philip+jenkins+the+next+christendom&qid=1592398259&sprefix=philip+jenkins+%2Caps%2C151&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Secret-Introduction-Theology-Mission/dp/0802808298/ref=sr_1_1?crid=38E62MPG4EXE4&dchild=1&keywords=the+open+secret+newbigin&qid=1592338724&s=books&sprefix=the+open+secret%2Cstripbooks%2C401&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Operation-World-Definitive-Prayer-Nation/dp/0830857249/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=operation+world%2C+the+definitive+prayer+guide&qid=1592339574&s=books&sr=1-1


 
30) Paradigms in Conflict — Hesselgrave & Eitel 

 
31) Passing the Baton: Church Planting that Empowers — Steffen 

 
32) Perspectives on the World Christian Movement — Winter 

 
33) Planting Churches Cross-Culturally — Hesselgrave  
34) Paul’s Missionary Methods: In His Time and Ours — Plummer & Terry 

 
35) Reaching and Teaching: A Call to Great Commission Obedience — Sills 

 
36) Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical Theology of Mission — Kostenberger & O’Brien 

 
37) Tentmaking: The Life and Work of Business as Missions — Lai 

 
38) Understanding the Great Commission — Dever & Leeman  
39) What Is the Mission of the Church? — DeYoung & Gilbert 

 
40) When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without Hurting the Poor…and Yourself — Corbett & Fikkert 

 
41) When Missions Shapes the Mission — Horner 

 

Biographies… 

1) A Company of Heroes: Portraits from the Gospel’s Global Advance — Keesee  
2) Borden of Yale ‘09: The Life that Counts — Taylor 

 
3) Dispatches from the Front: Stories of Gospel Advance in the World’s Difficult Places — Keesee 

 
4) Faithful Witness: The Life and Mission of William Carey — George 

 
5) John G. Paton: Missionary to the New Hebrides (An Autobiography) — Paton  
6) John G. Paton: Missionary to the Cannibals of the South Seas — Schlehlein 

 
7) The Life and Diary of David Brainerd: With Notes and Reflections — Edwards 

 
8) To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Judson — Anderson 

 
9) Sent to the River God Forgot — Walton 

 
10) Shadow of the Almighty: The Life and Testament of Jim Elliot — Elliot  
11) William Carey – Carey 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Paradigms-Conflict-Questions-Christian-Missions/dp/0825444772/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2JQ0D92AFZUOO&dchild=1&keywords=paradigms+in+conflict&qid=1592404424&sprefix=paradigms+in+co%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1882757025/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/Perspectives-World-Christian-Movement-Reader/dp/0878083901/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WPIAXOOPLI39&dchild=1&keywords=perspectives+on+the+world+christian+movement+4th+edition&qid=1592338754&s=books&sprefix=perspectives+on+the+world+chr%2Cstripbooks%2C-1&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Planting-Churches-Cross-Culturally-America-Beyond/dp/0801022223/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1592338857&sr=1-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Pauls-Missionary-Methods-Time-Ours/dp/0830857079/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1592336611&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0802450296/deyorestandre-20
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0830826114/deyorestandre-20
https://www.amazon.com/Tentmaking-Life-Work-Business-Missions/dp/0830857664/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=patrick+lai&qid=1592397391&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Great-Commission-Church-Basics/dp/1433688948/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1JVUXYJIC8XYG&dchild=1&keywords=understanding+the+great+commission&qid=1592404334&sprefix=understanding+the+great+%2Caps%2C177&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/What-Mission-Church-Justice-Commission/dp/1433526905/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=What+is+the+mission+of+the+church&qid=1592338652&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/When-Helping-Hurts-Alleviate-Yourself/dp/0802409989/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=when+helping+hurts&qid=1595366708&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/When-Missions-Shapes-Mission-Church/dp/1433671379/ref=sr_1_2?crid=C6BNEFNNKQAS&dchild=1&keywords=when+missions+shapes+the+mission&qid=1592338679&s=books&sprefix=when+missions%2Cstripbooks%2C364&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Company-Heroes-Portraits-Gospels-Advance/dp/143356257X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=tim+keesee&qid=1595367099&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Borden-Yale-Mrs-Howard-Taylor/dp/1781398208/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=borden+of+yale%2C+taylor&qid=1595514578&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dispatches-Front-Stories-Advance-Difficult/dp/143354069X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=dispatches+from+the+front&qid=1595366884&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Faithful-Witness-Timothy-George/dp/1563643103/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=faithful+witness&qid=1592404747&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/John-Paton-Missionary-Hebrides-Autobiography-ebook/dp/B00QPDSNNC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=28LI5QNKF7BIT&dchild=1&keywords=john+g.+paton+missionary+to+the+new+hebrides+an+autobiography&qid=1595367052&sprefix=john+g.+patton%3A+Missionary+to+the+new%2Caps%2C152&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/John-G-Paton-Paul-Schlehlein/dp/1848717652/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=john+g.+patton&qid=1592404823&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Diary-David-Brainerd-Reflections/dp/161104331X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1480430274&sr=1-1&keywords=the+life+and+diary+of+david+brainerd
https://www.amazon.com/Golden-Shore-Life-Adoniram-Judson/dp/0817011218/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=to+the+golden+shore&qid=1592404655&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sent-River-God-Forgot-Walton/dp/084235977X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=sent+to+the+river+god+forgot&qid=1595368379&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Shadow-Almighty-Testament-Elliot-Lives/dp/006062213X
https://www.amazon.com/William-Carey-S-Pearce/dp/1870855612/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WZ4I6EAQD3C5&dchild=1&keywords=william+carey+by+s+pearce+carey&qid=1595367199&sprefix=william+carey+s.+pear%2Caps%2C160&sr=8-1

